THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

Tempe, AZ
December 14, 2025 10:00 AM

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
) (Missouri Synod)

PRE-SERVICE CAROLS
“Joy to the World”
LSB #387, v. 1
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

“The First Noel”
ELW #300, v. 1
1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
No-el, No-el, No-el, No-el,
Born is the King of Israel.
Used by permission under OneLicense.net, License #A738522.



“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
LSB #380, v. 1
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

CASUAL SUNDAY
PRAISE MEDLEY

“Arise, Shine”
Verse 1
Arise, shine, Your light has come.
The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great
light.
The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great
light.

Verse 2

The angel said a baby will be born
And you will call His name Immanuel.
And you will call His name Immanuel.

Verse 3
He will save the world from its sin
Open up your heart and let the Christ child in.
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Open up your heart and let the Christ child in.

George Baum, Michael Bridges CCLI Song #3215849 © 1991
Lost And Found For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #21038571

‘I Have The Joy”
TOSB #150, v. 1-3
1 I have the joy, joy, joy down in my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
| have the joy, joy, joy down in my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

2 | have the peace that passes understanding,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
| have the peace that passes understanding,
Down in my heart to stay.

3 | have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in
my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
| have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in
my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

“The Lord Is My Light”
TOSB #212
Verse 1a
The Lord is my light
And my salvation.
Whom shall | fear,
Oh, whom shall | fear?


http://www.ccli.com/

Verse 1b

The Lord is my light
And my salvation.
Whom shall | fear,
Whom shall | fear?

Bridge

The Lord is my strength,

The strength of my life,

Of Whom, then, shall | be afraid? Verse 1a, Verse 1b

PASTORAL WELCOME

Please Rise

INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the T+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

P The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom.

C We have come, longing for joy in weary places.

P  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the
feeble knees.

C We bring our weakness, our weariness, and our
waiting.

P  Say to those who are anxious, “Be strong; do not
fear! Your God will come.”

C We wait in hope, for the Lord is near.

P The prophet promised: the blind will see, the deaf

will hear, the lame will leap, and the mute will sing
for joy.



TO

OO0

We rejoice in the signs of Christ’s kingdom
among us.

Jesus said, “Go and tell what you hear and see:
the poor have good news preached to them.”
Blessed is the one who is not offended by Him.
Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of
the Lord. Strengthen your hearts, for His coming is
at hand.

We wait together, trusting the Lord of mercy.

A highway shall be there, called the Way of
Holiness; the redeemed shall walk upon it.

We are the redeemed and we are returning to the
Lord.

Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.

We come to worship with joy in our hearts, our
Savior has come and He is coming again, yet
even now He is at work among us.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING & HYMN

P The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

P Today we light three Advent candles. The first
candle of Advent is the candle of hope, the second
candle of Advent is the candle of peace, and the
third candle of Advent is the candle of joy.

C In Christ there is life and light for all people.

P Christ said, "Heaven and earth will pass away but
My words will never pass away." (Mark 13:31)

C We lift up our heads and rejoice: our Redeemer
is drawing near. (Luke 21)

CANDLE-LIGHTING HYMN "Light One Candle"

C Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for

hope, He brings hope to every heart, He comes!
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He comes!

Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for
peace, He brings peace to every heart, He
comes! He comes!

Light one candle for joy! One bright candle for
joy! Ev’ry nation will find salvation in
Bethlehem’s baby boy.

CONFESSION

P God invites us to bring our sins to Him, because He
is faithful and ready to forgive and wants us to know
and experience the Joy He Brings. So, Let us then
confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.

C Merciful God, we confess that we are sinners.
We don’t always trust Your promises, and we
often grow tired of waiting on You. Fear gets
the best of us, and we become impatient with
one another. We say and do things we
shouldn’t, and we fail to do the good You
place before us. For Jesus’ sake, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may walk in Your ways and live in the
joy of Your salvation. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
P Hear the good news. God does not turn away
from His people. In His mercy, God the Father
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sent His Son to suffer and die for you, and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. Jesus is the one
promised by the prophets, who brings sight to the
blind, strength to the weak, and proclaims good
news to the poor. So hear the Good News. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority alone, | forgive you of all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Please Be Seated
SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 71:14—18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice.
| will hope continually
and will praise you yet more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your
deeds of salvation all the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord God | will come;
| will remind them of your righteousness,
yours alone.
O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not
forsake me,
until | proclaim your might to another
generation, your power to all those to
come.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
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the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice.

Please Rise

KYRIE (Spoken)
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord,
have mercy

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our
prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Please Be Seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10
"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the
Crocus;
2 it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
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3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go
astray.
®No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

EPISTLE READING James 5:7-11
"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it,
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not
be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
door. '°As an example of suffering and patience,
brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name
of the Lord. ""Behold, we consider those blessed
who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

SPECIAL MUSIC "King's Arrival"

Words & Music by Kyle Borcherding, Kip Fox, Anna Gruen &
Adam Lamb. ©2025 Center for Worship Leadership Publishing
(ASCAP), Kip Fox Music (SESAC).CCLI Song #7269060. Used by
permission under CCLI License #21038571.

Please Rise

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (Sung)
“Angels We Have Heard On High”
LSB #368, v. 1
1 Angels we have heard on high,
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Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain Glo-0-0-oria in excelsis Deo.
Glo-0-0-0ria in excelsis Deo.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2—15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
eleventh chapter.

C Gilory be to Thee, O Lord.

2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds
of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples *and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or
shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: °
the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. ® And blessed is the one who is
not offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak
to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is
written,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your

face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
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P
C

"Truly, | say to you, among those born of
women there has arisen no one greater than John
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. ?From the
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take
it by force. "*For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, '*and if you are willing to
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. "®"He who has
ears to hear, let him hear.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLE’S CREED

C

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Please Be Seated
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY “The First Song of Isaiah”

Chorus 1

Surely it is God who saves me

| will trust in him and not be afraid

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense
And he will be my savior Repeat

Verse 1

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
From the springs of salvation

And on that day you shall say

Give thanks to the Lord and call up his Name

Chorus 2

Surely it is God who saves me

| will trust in him and not be afraid

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense
And he will be my savior

Verse 2

Make his deeds known among the peoples

See that they remember that his name is exalted
Sing the praises of the Lord

For he has done great things

And is known all the world Chorus 2

Verse 3

Cry aloud inhabitants of Zion

Ring out your joy

For the great one in the midst of you
Is the Holy One of Israel Chorus 1
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Carol Wallis, Jack Noble White CCLI Song #196023 © 1976 HW
Gray For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #21038571

SERMON “Even the Desert Leads Home”

OFFERING HYMN (Sung) “How Can | Thank You, Lord”
LSB #703, v. 4

4 Grant that Your Spirit’s help

To me be always given

Lest | should fall again

And lose the way to heaven.

Grant that He give me strength

In my infirmity;

May He renew my heart

To serve You willingly.

Please Rise

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
(Congregation response to petitions: Hear our prayer)

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you
peace.

C Amen.

Please Be Seated

CLOSING HYMN “‘Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”
LSB #386, v. 1-3

1 Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!

2 Come from on high to me;
| cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit,
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee!
Draw me unto Thee!

3 Now through His Son doth shine
The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity
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Till He opened for us

A bright eternity.

May we praise Him there!
May we praise Him there!

4 Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.

Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!

POSTLUDE "l Have the Joy” Reprise
THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR

Sunday, December 14"

8:30 PM Sunday Bible Study

9:30 AM Music Rehearsal

10 AM 3 Sunday in Advent Worship
11:30 AM Fellowship

11:30 AM New Membership Class
Wednesday, December 17"
5:30PM Advent Dinner

6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:30PM Advent Midweek Worship
Thursday, December 18"

4-7 PM La Mesa

Sunday, December 14"

8:30 PM Sunday Bible Study

9:30 AM Music Rehearsal

10 AM 4™ Sunday in Advent Worship
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11:30 AM Fellowship
11:30 AM New Membership Class

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

1337 W. 11th St, Tempe, AZ 85281-5398

Office: 480-967-2660 Second Line: 480-967-2686
Office Hours: Mon, Wed 11 AM- 3 PM;
Tues, Thurs, Fri 9 AM-1 PM

Website: www.beautifulsaviortempe.org

Email for BSLC: office@beautifulsaviortempe.org
Serving us at Worship:

Preacher Rev. Tim Anderson
Dir. of Music /Pianist: Ellen Brown
Guitarist: Christy Arnold
Song Leader: Donna Evans
Lector Reader: Bobbie Littou
Special Music: The Beautiful Savior Singers
Acolyte: Dave Mendham

Visitors, please sign (with a complete address) our
Guest Book on the podium in the entryway before you
leave and/or complete a grey/cream “Worship
Information” card found in the pew in front of you.

Members are also encouraged to complete a “Worship
Information” card (you can update address and phone
number, request a pastoral visit).

Giving Electronically please go to
easytithe.com/BSLCTempe and choose “One-Time” or
“‘Recurring” before choosing a fund: General Budget,
LWML, Missions, Air conditioners, La Mesa, Staff
Continuing Education, Vacation Bible School, and Other.
Please specify when selecting Other.
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Pastor Tim's Office Hours: He is available Monday
through Thursday, 10am - 3pm as well as by
appointment. Pastor Tim will use the rest of his time to
make house visits for the sick and shut in, meet with our
members and guests, attend meetings, leading worship
and other ministries, and creating connections for the
church in our community. Cell phone #480-536-2256.

Prayer Cards: In the pews is a prayer card that can be
filled out and placed in the offering plate. Please check
the box at the bottom of the card if you want the prayer
to be added to our Email Prayer Chain.

Attendance for week: 12-7-25
Worship Service— 38
Sunday Bible Study— 8
Midweek Advent Service— 26

La Mesa Attendance for 12-4-2025
Meal— 145
Worship— 41

Income report for 12-3-2025:
Designated Gifts: $600.00
Loose Plate: $30.00

Weekly Envelopes: $350.00
Total: $980.00

Income report for 12-7-2025:
Designated Gifts: $70.00
Loose Plate: $35.00

Weekly Envelopes: $2053.00
Total: $2158.00
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PRAYER LIST
For Healing:
Christy Bergman; Rikki Anderson; Cindy Koch; Wendy
Sievers; Pam; Debbie Jonas; Paul Beetham; Barbara
Willford; Marianne Lemkau; Nolan and Natalie Conley;
Pat Carlin; André Safford; Dawn Robson; Kayla Reddy;
Bev Dase; Tim Timm; Jacob Hutson; Gladys Meyer;
Jackie; Corsene Grady; Cyndi Calender; Schatzi; Debby
Bergman; Kristen; Ryanne Flannery; Brenda Frank

For Comfort:
All those who are experiencing their first holiday without
a loved one

For Strength and Support:
Rachel Givan; Dave Mendham; Beth Hutson; the Frank
family; Natalia Goschie; Mark, Libby, and Waylon

In Thanksgiving:
For those who are working to recover after monsoon
storms;

For the Church

For our sister congregations and their ministries; For
Gethsemane as Pastor Jake Boessling has accepted the
call; For Paster Jake and his family as they move

For the World:

Our nation and our leaders to govern with a mindset that
reflects the heart of Christ; All nations dealing with
hardships; All those who serve our nation in the armed
forces and locally as firefighters, paramedics, and law
enforcement; Peace among all nations.
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