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THE MARTYR OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

Tempe, AZ

December 28, 2025

PRELUDE

PASTORAL WELCOME

HYMN OF INVOCATION

1

What child is this, who, laid to rest,

On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,

The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.

The King of kings salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
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10:00 AM

“In Dulci Jubilo” — J.S. Bach

“What Child Is This”
LSB #370, v. 1-3



Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Please Rise

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

INVOCATION LSB 167

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 167

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives all our sins. To those who believe in
Jesus Christ He give the power to become the children of God and
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bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

C Amen.

Please Be Seated
SERVICE OF THE WORD LSB 168-173

INTROIT Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.

They have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.

In you, O Lord, do | take refuge; let me never be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.

For you are my rock and my fortress;
and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me.

Into your hand | commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.

They have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.

KYRIE(Sung) LSB 168-169

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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OTd4 OTO TO

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

HIS IS THE FEAST LSB 171

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.

Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and
blessing and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and
the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was
slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.

Please Rise

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P
C
P

C

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth
Your praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is
in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we
profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please Be Seated



OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:15-17
>Thus says the Lord:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.”
8Thus says the Lord:
“Keep your voice from weeping,
and your eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work,
declares the Lord,
and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
"There is hope for your future,
declares the Lord,
and your children shall come back to their own country.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

EPISTLE READING Revelation 14:1-5
"Then | looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with
him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on
their foreheads. 2And | heard a voice from heaven like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice | heard
was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, *and they were
singing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. *It is
these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are
virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These
have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the
Lamb, ®and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.



A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

SPECIAL MUSIC “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”
- Jamaican Folk Song

Please Rise

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (Sung) LSB 173
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:13—-18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C Giloryto You, O Lord.

When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you, for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose
and took the child and his mother by night and departed to
Egypt "*and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt |
called my son.”
8Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the
wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male
children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the
wise men. ""Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet
Jeremiah:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
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P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

C

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life 1 everlasting. Amen

Please Be Seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY “By All Your Saints in Warfare”

1

LSB #517,v. 1,9, 3
By all Your saints in warfare,
For all Your saints at rest,
Your holy name, O Jesus,
Forevermore be blest!
For You have won the battle
That they might wear the crown;
And now they shine in glory
Reflected from Your throne.

All praise for infant martyrs,



3A

Whom Your mysterious love
Called early from their warfare
To share Your home above.

O Rachel, cease your weeping;
They rest from earthly cares!
Lord, grant us crowns as brilliant
And faith as sure as theirs.

Then let us praise the Father
And worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit,
Eternal Three in One,

Till all the ransomed number
Fall down before the throne,
Ascribing pow’r and glory
And praise to God alone.

Please Be Seated

SERMON

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN (Sung)

1

Infant holy,

Infant lowly,

For His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing,

Little knowing

Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging,

Angels singing,

Bells are ringing,

"Innocent Blood, Unstoppable Salvation.”

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
LSB #393, v. 1-2



Tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

2 Flocks were sleeping,
Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory,
Heard the story,
Tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing,
Free from sorrow,
Praises voicing,
Greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you!

Please Rise

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
(Congregation response to petitions: Hear our prayer)

LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) LSB 179

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 183
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
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C Amen.
Please Be Seated

CLOSING HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father”
LSB #725,v. 1-4
1 Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

2 God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4 Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.

POSTLUDE “Once He Came in Blessing” - Setting by Edwin Childs

from the collection Organ Music for the Seasons, Vol.3,
©2002 Augsburg Fortress Press. Used by permission under OneLicense.net, License
#A738522.
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THE 29™ TO THE 2N° AND WILL REOPEN
ON MONDAY, JANUARY 5™. SEE YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!

Sunday, December 28"

8:30 PM Sunday Bible Study

9:30 AM Music Rehearsal

10 AM The Martyr of the Holy Innocents Worship
11:30 AM Fellowship

Thursday, January 15t

4-7 PM La Mesa

Sunday, January 4"

8:30 PM Sunday Bible Study

9:30 AM Music Rehearsal

10 AM Epiphany Worship (Observed)
11:30 AM Fellowship

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
1337 W. 11th St, Tempe, AZ 85281-5398
Office: 480-967-2660; Second Line: 480-967-2686
Office Hours: Mon, Wed 11 AM- 3 PM;
Tues, Thurs, Fri 9 AM-1 PM
Website: www.beautifulsaviortempe.org
Email for BSLC: office@beautifulsaviortempe.org

12


mailto:office@beautifulsaviortempe.org

Serving us at Worship:

Preacher Rev. Tim Anderson
Dir. of Music/Organist: Ellen Brown
Song Leader: Donna Evans
Lector Reader: Audra Littou
Special Music: The Beautiful Savior Singers
Assisting Elder: Skip McFadden
Acolyte: Wendell Robson

Visitors, please sign (with a complete address) our Guest Book on the
podium in the entryway before you leave and/or complete a grey/cream
“Worship Information” card found in the pew in front of you.

Members are also encouraged to complete a “Worship Information” card
(you can update address and phone number, request a pastoral visit).

Giving Electronically please go to easytithe.com/BSLCTempe and
choose “One-Time” or “Recurring” before choosing a fund: General
Budget, LWML, Missions, Air conditioners, La Mesa, Staff Continuing
Education, Vacation Bible School, and Other. Please specify when
selecting Other.

Pastor Tim's Office Hours: He is available Monday through Thursday,
10am - 3pm as well as by appointment. Pastor Tim will use the rest of his
time to attending to members, meetings, and creating connections for the
church in our community. His cell phone number is 480-536-2256.

Prayer Cards: In the pews is a prayer card that can be filled out and
placed in the offering plate. Please check the box at the bottom of the card
if you want the prayer to be added to our Email Prayer Chain.

Attendance for week: 12-21-25
Worship Service— 53
Sunday Bible Study— 10
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Christmas Eve (7PM)— 42
Christmas Eve (11PM)— 36
Christmas Day— 33

La Mesa Attendance for 12-18-2025
Meal— 158
Worship— 43

Income report for 12-21-2025:

Designated Gifts: $246.00

Loose Plate: $39.00

Weekly Envelopes: $1965.00

McKinney Vento Grant (Other): $26,000.00
Total: $27,865.00

Income report for 12-24-2025:
Loose Plate: $293.00

Weekly Envelopes: $820.65
Total: $1113.65

Income report for 12-25-2025:
Designated Gifts: $140.00
Loose Plate: $24.00

Weekly Envelopes: $250.00
Total: $414.00

PRAYER LIST
For Healing:

Christy Bergman; Rikki Anderson; Cindy Koch; Wendy Sievers; Pam,;
Debbie Jonas; Paul Beetham; Barbara Willford; Marianne Lemkau; Nolan
and Natalie Conley; Pat Carlin; André Safford; Dawn Robson; Kayla
Reddy; Bev Dase; Tim Timm; Jacob Hutson; Gladys Meyer; Jackie;
Corsene Grady; Cyndi Calender; Schatzi; Debby Bergman; Kristen;

Ryanne Flannery; Brenda Frank
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For Strength and Support:
Rachel Givan; Dave Mendham; Beth Hutson; the Frank family; Natalia
Goschie; Mark, Libby, and Waylon

In Thanksgiving:
For the new members we welcomed last week;

For the Church

For our sister congregations and their ministries; For Gethsemane as
Pastor Jake Boessling has accepted the call; For Paster Jake and his
family as they move

For the World:

Our nation and our leaders to govern with a mindset that reflects the heart
of Christ; All nations dealing with hardships; All those who serve our
nation in the armed forces and locally as firefighters, paramedics, and law
enforcement; Peace among all nations
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