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SECOND WEDNESDAY OF LENT 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

Tempe, AZ 
February 25, 2026 6:30 PM 

 
Through the Tombs of the Kings: 

A Lenten Journey from Human Failure to Christ’s Empty 
Tomb 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Tonight, we continue our Lenten journey through the tombs of the kings, 
remembering that you can tell a lot about a king by where he is buried, 
and you can tell everything about our King Jesus by the tomb He left 
behind. As we walk among the graves of Judah’s kings, we see their faith 
and failure, their strength and despair, until each tomb points us to Christ, 
who enters death for us and leaves it empty. Tonight, we turn to King 
Jehoshaphat, a king who was both faithful and flawed, and who learned 
that when disaster came and human strength failed, his true refuge lied in 
God. Crying out to the Lord, Jehoshaphat and God’s people were shown 



2 
 

that victory does not come through power or strategy, but through trusting 
the Lord alone. As we hear God’s Word, we are confronted with our own 
fears and false confidences, and we are directed to Jesus Christ, our 
faithful King who stood firm when others fled and who walked willingly 
toward the cross, hearing our cries and leading us through death into life. 
 
PRELUDE   "Sweet Hour of Prayer with As the Deer" 
 -Arr. by Susan Caudill 
Arrangement © 1999 Psalm Singer Music (BMI) 
 
PASTORAL WELCOME    
 
THEME VERSE 
People: “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on You.”  
 (2 Chronicles 20:12) 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, as we continue our Lenten journey through 

the tombs of the kings, we thank You for Your faithfulness to 
Your people. When King Jehoshaphat and Judah were 
surrounded by danger and did not know what to do, You taught 
them to turn their eyes to You. Teach us the same. Strengthen 
us by Your Word, give us confidence in the peace You have 
given us through Jesus Christ, and grant us faith that clings to 
Your mercy, even when answers seem delayed. Fix our eyes on 
Jesus, our faithful King, who set His face toward Jerusalem and 
leads us through death into life. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen.   
 
OPENING HYMN “In Holy Conversation” 
 LSB #772, v. 1-3 
1 In holy conversation 

We speak to God in prayer, 
And at His invitation 
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Our deepest thoughts we share. 
We come, His will obeying, 
As children bringing needs; 
And to support our praying, 
His Spirit intercedes. 
 

2 These holy conversations 
Begin in childlike ways; 
We bring our supplications 
And words of thanks and praise. 
With care our Father listens 
To ev’ry thought expressed, 
Then answers our petitions 
In ways He knows are best. 
 

3 As holy conversation, 
In silence or by word, 
In ev’ry situation 
Through Jesus, we are heard. 
So let us pray securely, 
Expressing hopes and fears 
With confidence that surely 
Our Father ever hears. 

 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110000199 

 
INVOCATION   LSB 167 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP              
Pastor: Long ago, the Lord raised up kings for His people. 
People: He gave them His Word and called them to trust in Him. 
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Pastor:  Yet when fear surrounded them and strength was not enough, 
People:  They did not know what to do, but were called to turn their 

eyes to the Lord. 
Pastor:  In mercy, God showed His people where true refuge lies. 
People:  Not in power or strategy, but in the Lord who fights for His 

own. 
Pastor: Tonight, we walk among the tombs of the kings, 
People: Learning again that human strength fades, but God’s 

faithfulness endures. 
Pastor: Let us draw near to the Lord, 
People: Trusting His mercy, fixing our eyes on Jesus, and 

worshiping the God who leads us through death into life. 
Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: As we continue our Lenten journey through the tombs of the 

kings, tonight we come to the reign of King Jehoshaphat. We 
see a king who sought the Lord and taught God’s Word, yet 
who also faltered when fear and pressure surrounded him. 
Standing before God, we are reminded that even the faithful are 
still weak, and that true refuge is not found in ourselves, but in 
the Lord alone. 

People:   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
You. Though You have given us Your Word and promised 
to be our refuge, we often trust in our own strength, 
understanding, and plans. When fear arises, we hide our 
faith, rely on what we can control, and look for safety apart 
from You. We confess that we do not always keep our eyes 
fixed on You. We doubt Your care, grow impatient in 
suffering, and lose heart when answers seem delayed. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are by nature sinful and 
unclean and deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
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Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may trust You 
alone and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

Pastor:  Hear the good news. While we were still weak, at the right time, 
Christ died for the ungodly. When all human faithfulness fails, 
God remains faithful. Jesus Christ did not turn aside from 
suffering, but set His face toward Jerusalem, trusting the Father 
completely and giving His life for you. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. In Christ, you have peace with God, your refuge is 
secure, and your hope will not put you to shame. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS   “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” 
 LSB #609, v. 1 
1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD LSB 168-173 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, when danger surrounds us and the weight of 

life presses in, we often feel unsure of where to turn. In the days 
of King Jehoshaphat, when Your people did not know what to 
do, You taught them to lift their eyes to You and trust in Your 
saving presence. Teach us the same. When fear, suffering, or 
uncertainty make You seem distant, remind us that You are 
nearest to those who call upon You in faith. Strengthen us 
through Your Word to trust the peace You have given us 
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through our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant us faith that clings to Your 
mercy, like the faith of the woman who would not stop crying out 
for help, and confidence that even in our weakness, Your love 
does not fail. Fix our eyes on Jesus, who set His face toward 
Jerusalem, who bore the cross for us, and who leads us through 
death into life, preparing for us a kingdom that will not be 
shaken. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen.   
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING   2 Chronicles 20:5-23, 35-37 

5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, 
in the house of the Lord, before the new court,6 and said, “O Lord, 
God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out the 
inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever 
to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 8 And they have lived in 
it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9 ‘If 
disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or 
famine, we will stand before this house and before you—for your 
name is in this house—and cry out to you in our affliction, and you 
will hear and save.’ 10 And now behold, the men of Ammon and 
Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade when 
they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided and did 
not destroy— 11 behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of 
your possession, which you have given us to inherit. 12 O our God, 
will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless 
against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know  
 what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 
 13 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children. 14 And the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, 
son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly. 15 And he said, “Listen, all Judah and 



7 
 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says 
the Lord to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this 
great horde, for the battle is not yours but God's. 16 Tomorrow go 
down against them. Behold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz. 
You will find them at the end of the valley, east of the wilderness of 
Jeruel. 17 You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold 
your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O 
Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. 
Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord will be with you.” 
 18 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the 
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down 
before the Lord, worshiping the Lord. 19 And the Levites, of 
the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to praise the Lord, the 
God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 
 20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the 
wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood 
and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in 
the Lord your God, and you will be established; believe his prophets, 
and you will succeed.”21 And when he had taken counsel with the 
people, he appointed those who were to sing to the Lord and praise 
him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say, 
 “Give thanks to the Lord, 
  for his steadfast love endures forever.” 
 22 And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an 
ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who 
had come against Judah, so that they were routed.23 For the men of 
Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, 
devoting them to destruction, and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another. 
 35 After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah joined with Ahaziah 
king of Israel, who acted wickedly. 36 He joined him in building ships 
to go to Tarshish, and they built the ships in Ezion-geber. 37 Then 
Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against 
Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have joined with Ahaziah, 
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the Lord will destroy what you have made.” And the ships were 
wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
EPISTLE READING Romans 5:1–11 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 
 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 
die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been 
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 

 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC "He is King of Kings" - Traditional Spiritual 
 
LENTEN REFRAIN (Sung)   LSB 173 
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People: Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Fifteenth 

chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of 
Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he 
did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, 
saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24 He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread 
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.”28 Then Jesus 
answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 



10 
 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “My Song is Love Unknown” 
 LSB #430, v. 1-2, 6-7 
1 My song is love unknown, 

My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown 
That they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I 
That for my sake My Lord should take 
Frail flesh and die? 
 

2 He came from His blest throne 
Salvation to bestow; 
But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know. 
But, oh, my friend, 
My friend indeed, Who at my need 
His life did spend! 
 

6 In life no house, no home 
My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb 
But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
Heav’n was His home But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 
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7 Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
In whose sweet praise I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 

 
SERMON  “Buried with His Fathers”  
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (Sung)   “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 
 LSB #422, v. 1 
1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 
Never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
And my glory and salvation! 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Pastor: God of grace, You have been faithful to Your people in every 

generation. When King Jehoshaphat and Judah were 
surrounded by enemies and did not know what to do, You 
invited them to lift their eyes to You. In creation, You formed us 
from the dust; in redemption, You delivered us when we were 
still weak; and in the life of Your Church, You continue to be our 
refuge and strength. Meet us now, we pray, as we gather in 
Your presence, trusting not in ourselves, but in You alone. Lord, 
in Your mercy: 

People:  Hear our prayer 
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Pastor:  Almighty Father, You know how quickly fear and uncertainty can 
turn our hearts inward. Instead of fixing our eyes on You, we 
trust our own understanding, hide our doubts, and listen to 
voices that promise safety apart from You. Teach us to bring 
our weakness into the light of Your mercy. Guard us from false 
confidence and empty assurances, and restore us by Your 
Word, that we may learn again where true refuge lies. Lord, in 
Your mercy: 

People:  Hear our prayer 
Pastor: Bless this household of faith, O Lord. Tend to Your Church with 

Your Word and Sacraments. Guide those who teach and lead, 
protect those who are young in the faith, strengthen those who 
are weary, and make us faithful stewards of the Gospel 
entrusted to us. May we bear fruit not in our own strength, but 
through trust in Christ alone. Lord, in Your mercy: 

People:  Hear our prayer 
Pastor: Bless the communities in which we live, the places of work and 

rest, of friendship and family. Where fear, division, or hardship 
threaten to take hold, bring peace, patience, and love. Teach us 
to care for one another with humility and kindness, reflecting the 
mercy You have shown to us. Lord, in Your mercy: 

People:  Hear our prayer 
Pastor: Give tender care to all who are weak, suffering, or afraid. Be 

near to those burdened by sickness, grief, uncertainty, or 
change. Remind them that while we are still weak, Christ died 
for us, and that nothing can separate us from Your love. 
Especially this day, we lift before You those on our prayer list 
and those we now name in our hearts... Lord, in Your mercy: 

People:  Hear our prayer 
Pastor: Lord God, You have called us to follow Jesus Christ, our faithful 

King, who did not turn back from suffering but trusted You 
completely. Keep our eyes fixed on Him, strengthen us in peace 
and hope, and bring us at last with all Your saints through death 
into resurrection life. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken)   LSB 179 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION    LSB 183 
Pastor: May the Lord be your refuge when you do not know what to do. 

May He guard your hearts and minds with the peace given 
through Jesus Christ. And may Christ Himself, the faithful King 
who did not turn back from the cross, lead you safely through 
death into life everlasting. In the name of the Father and of the † 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Glory be to Jesus” 
 LSB #433, v. 1-6 
1 Glory be to Jesus, 

Who in bitter pains 
Poured for me the lifeblood 
From His sacred veins!  
  

2 Grace and life eternal 
In that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion, 
Infinitely kind! 
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3 Blest through endless ages 
Be the precious stream 
Which from endless torment 
Did the world redeem! 
 

4 Abel’s blood for vengeance 
Pleaded to the skies; 
But the blood of Jesus 
For our pardon cries. 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 
Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
Make their glad reply. 
 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 
Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
Praise the precious blood! 

 

POSTLUDE   "Hail to the King!" - David Paxton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Lenten Series is adapted from a series of articles on www.1517.com 

by author and Pastor Steve Kruschel 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1337 W. 11th St, Tempe, AZ 85281-5398 

Office: 480-967-2660; Second Line: 480-967-2686 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed 11 AM- 3 PM;  

Tues, Thurs, Fri 9 AM-1 PM 
Website: www.beautifulsaviortempe.org 

Email for BSLC: office@beautifulsaviortempe.org 
 
Serving us at Worship: 
Preacher   Rev. Tim Anderson 
Dir. of Music/Organist:   Ellen Brown 
Song Leader:   Charles Haynes 
Special Music: The Beautiful Savior Singers 
Lector Reader:   Deb McPeters 
Acolyte:   TBD 
Assisting Elder:  Skip McFadden 
 
Visitors, please sign (with a complete address) our Guest Book on the  
podium in the entryway before you leave and/or complete a grey/cream  
“Worship Information” card found in the pew in front of you. 
 
Members are also encouraged to complete a “Worship Information” card 
(you can update address and phone number, request a pastoral visit). 
 
Giving Electronically please go to easytithe.com/BSLCTempe and 
choose “One-Time” or “Recurring” before choosing a fund: General 
Budget, LWML, Missions, Air conditioners, La Mesa, Staff Continuing 
Education, Vacation Bible School, and Other. Please specify when 
selecting Other.  
 
Pastor Tim's Office Hours: He is available Monday through Thursday,  
10am - 3pm as well as by appointment. Pastor Tim will use the rest of his 
time to attending to members, meetings, and creating connections for the 
church in our community. His cell phone number is 480-536-2256. 

mailto:office@beautifulsaviortempe.org
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Prayer Cards: In the pews is a prayer card that can be filled out and 
placed in the offering plate. Please check the box at the bottom of the card 
if you want the prayer to be added to our Email Prayer Chain.  
 


